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is at any rate difficult to determine. In the moods of his
later years, as may be seen from the memoirs of Leopold von
Gerlach and other sources, his original aversion to con-
stitutional methods, his persuasion of the necessity of a
greater measure of freedom for the royal authority than
was allowed by the Prussian constitution, comes promi-
nently forward. The idea of substituting for the constitu-
tion a royal charter was vividly before him even in his last
illness.

The Frankfort Assembly, enmeshed in the same double
error, treated dynastic questions as a point already sur-
mounted, and, with the energy for theorizing peculiar to
Germans, took this for granted even in the case of Prussia
and Austria. Those deputies at Frankfort who could give
accurate information as to the opinion of the Prussian prov-
inces and the German lands of Austria were partly inter-
ested in suppressing the truth; the Assembly, honestly or
dishonestly, deceived itself as to the fact that, in the case
of a conflict between a resolution of the Frankfort Diet
and a Prussian royal decree, the former, so far as seven-
eighths of the Prussian population was concerned, would be
regarded as of little or no weight. Whoever lived in the
eastern provinces of the kingdom in those days will still
recollect that the proceedings of this Frankfort parliament,
among all the elements in whose hands the actual power
lay, and who in case of conflict would have had to com-
mand or bear arms, were not taken as seriously as might
have been expected from the dignity of the scientific and
parliamentary magnates there assembled. Not only in
Prussia, but also in the great central states, a command
from the King summoning brute force en masse to the

assistance of the prince would at that time have had a

61